
 

 

 

Municipal Communication concerning the Recreational Tourism 

Project  

 

WHEREAS the concerns and comments of our citizens and community 

organizations gathered during the Public Hearing held on June 8th on the 

recreational tourism concept of Wentworth Integrated Tourism Resorts Inc., 

as well as in the briefs and written messages also filed as part of this Public 

Hearing process and by the large number of e-mails received directly by the 

Municipality through the Frequently Asked Questions on the municipality's 

Website; 

WHERAS these comments, grouped together in a summary report 
deposited to the Municipal Council at the regular meeting of July 8th 2019, 
includes certain specific issues relating mainly to: 
 

 compliance by the promotor with Municipal By-Laws and applicable 

Québec and Federal Laws; 

 protection of the environment including Lake Louisa, the watershed 

and wetlands; the Heron site; and this, especially because of the 

possible impact of a golf course resulting from the potential use of 

pesticides and fertilizers; 

 the impacts of a recreational tourism development on the local road 

network; 

 the approach of the municipality in the management of the file. 

WHEREAS the Municipality is waiting for more information from the 
promoter and the possible project (which is still not filed), including: 
 

 a list of investments in infrastructure and equipment required by the 

potential project, including a breakdown of costs for the site itself and 

those expected or required off-site; 

 the total cost of the investment related to the completion of the 

potential project; 

 the financing structure and the financial partners involved; 

 a schedule of investments and works; 

 the various permits required to carry out a possible project; 

 the completion of a risk analysis prior to the start of the work; 

 the partners that would be retained for the construction of the site 

and the demonstration of their capacity to carry out such a project; 

 a detailed road access plan (including their costs) that would be 

developed to access the site as well as the recreational and tourism 

development when it is put into operation, accompanied by a detailed 



 

analysis of the traffic flows expected during the works and during the 

activities of the site. 

 A detailed presentation of the past achievements of the promotor 

elsewhere in the world. 

WHEREAS  
 

 the Municipality's Urban Plan, which provides for and promotes resort 

and recreational tourism activities as an axis of social and economic 

development for the Township of Wentworth, in accordance with the 

revised development plan of the MRC of Argenteuil; 

 the potential positive impacts on local employment by the presence 

of some recreational tourism development in the Township of 

Wentworth; 

 a possible improvement of the financial and fiscal situation of the 

Municipality and services to the citizens that would result from the 

property revenues generated by the presence of a recreational site 

on the territory of the Municipality; 

 potential access for citizens of the Township of Wentworth to new 

recreational activities in their municipality; 

WHEREAS 
 

 the Municipal Council shares the well-founded and serious concerns 

of its citizens and the community about the importance of protecting 

the environment of the territory, including Lake Louisa, the 

watershed, wetlands, groundwater and surface water; Heron site; as 

well as the different animal and plant species present; 

 the Municipal Council shares the desire of its citizens and the 

community to protect the natural and peaceful nature of the area; 

 the Municipal Zoning prohibits the presence of a golf course in zone 

V22 bordering Lake Louisa; 

 the operation of a golf course in the Township of Wentworth By-Law 

requires the recovery of runoff from the lands to protect the 

surrounding environment (including surface and groundwater) from 

being contaminated with pesticides or fertilizers used for their 

maintenance; 

 many citizens are unfavorable to the presence of a golf course in the 

Township of Wentworth, especially if it is too close to Lake Louisa; 

 the Heron site located in the Township of Wentworth is recognized 

and protected by Municipal By-Laws and that an initiative has been 

taken by the Municipality so that the MRC of Argenteuil recognizes 

the presence of this Heron site in its revised development plan as 

well; 



 

 public access to Lake Louisa is limited by By-Law to four and this 

limit has already been reached; 

 it is prescribed by regulation that 60% of our territory must remain 

natural; 

 many citizens, like the Municipal Council, see various positive 

aspects to the presence of a recreational tourism development of a 

reasonable size, respectful of the natural and peaceful nature of the 

Municipality and our Municipal By-Laws; 

 the Municipality also has two other important regulations to oversee 

the implementation of major projects, namely the By-Law on 

agreements relating to municipal work and guarantees for certain 

municipal works and the Site Planning and Architectural Integration 

Programs By-Law. 

THEREFORE it is proposed by Councillor                    and  
RESOLVED that the Municipality inform the promoter, Wentworth 
Integrated Tourism resorts Inc., by letter signed by all the members of 
council, of the following points: 
 

 that a potential recreational and tourism development project will 

have to respect in all points the Township of Wentworth By-Laws 

(which includes the protection of Lake Louisa and the Heron site); 

 that this eventual project should be of a reasonable size, significantly 

less than proposed; 

 that provided for in the initial concept, to comply with our Municipal 

By-Laws; reduce impacts on the watershed, wetlands, forest, wildlife, 

landscape and the peaceful and natural character of the Municipality; 

 that the presence of a golf course does not generally appear to be 

desired in the Township of Wentworth and that other recreational 

activities would be preferred as alternatives, such as walking trails, 

biking, etc. 

 that if the promotor still wants to go ahead with a golf course, he must 

ensure that it is in the authorized area (RU6) and located as far as 

possible from Lake Louisa, beyond zone V22, which already prohibits 

golf courses as well as the Heron site, protected by our Municipal 

regulations; 

 that the promotor, before starting any project, provide the 

Municipality and the other concerned Governments (MRC, Quebec 

government and Federal government) with complete and satisfactory 

answers to the questions raised in point (3) of this resolution; 

 that the promotor must comply in all respects with the Quebec and 

Federal laws governing a potential recreational tourism development 

project in the Township of Wentworth; 



 

 that the promotor is invited to read in detail the summary report of the 

Public Hearings held on June 8th in the Township of Wentworth to 

guide them in the pursuit of their work; 

 that the Municipality wishes to maintain an open and constructive 

dialogue with the promotor within the parameters set out in this 

resolution, so that a potential recreational tourism project in the 

Township of Wentworth will best meet the wishes and aspirations of 

the Municipality and its citizens. 

 


